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s «Ye-leng» oyGwtd

Only Golpari knew that the Tabrizis* of
Gelchal weren’t 23. Even when she looked
from the hole of the kitchen she could count
the trees two times, three times and many
times.

When she struck the match, the dry barbs of
the Gavan™ stretched the flames of fire to
the small and big hazelnut branches that she
placed them in the kale*.

The smoke column went up through the
round baje* of ceiling, curling and going
towards the outside blue. She returned
again. This time she didn’t look from the
kitchen and its hole. She counted, “One, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine.”

A Keshkeret* was sitting on the ninth tree.
- Ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen.

The sound of a woodpecker was heard from
there. She couldn’t see which tree it was
hanging from.

- Fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen,
nineteen, twenty.

Keshkeret shook its scissors-like beak. It
could stammer with its rusted beak,
“kesh...keret...kesh...keret...kesh sh sh keret t
t.

- Twenty one, twenty two, twenty tree.

It flew from the ninth tree and came without
flapping its wings again. Kesh sh...keret
t...keshkeret. Kesh keret t t t. It turned round
the twenty fourth Tabrizi’s bud. It wanted to
sit on it that it turned again and sat on
another one. The branch of the twenty

«LS jlo Llaile? v e € Slrde Chwgs? odinyss

fourth Tabrizi came up and flew the
Keshkeret. The Keshkeret sat on the branch
coming up. Another branch came up and
took the Keshkeret. It was stretched harsh
and she saw nothing no more.

Now she was sure that the Tabrizis of Gelchal
weren’t 23. The coughing sound of Golbaji
was coming from the Kouche-Bagh* behind
the bath. Golpari wanted to look at the trees
again, but she turned its way and went into
the kitchen. One side was the fire of burnt
kale. She picked up the menghash* and took
the half-burnt pieces of wood that were
scattered around the kale. When the fire
came up, she took the small pot of water
beside her hand and put it on the kale.
Golbaji turned her head down into the
kitchen and said, “Good time”.

- I hope you are well.

She gave the milk pail that she had in her
hand to Golpari and sat on the platform in
front of the door. Golpari who sat on the
platform of the oven stood up and took the
milk pail.

- What's up?

- Nothing. Arsalan went to Ghazvin; he might
also find a job or something.

- He comes back for hazelnut-picking.
Doesn’t he?

- Maybe he doesn’t come. He says if he
works one day he can take two or three
workers to pick up the hazelnuts for him.
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She took the get* that was on the smoked
nail in the body of wall and sat on the heels
of her feet. She gave a round movement to
the waist of her pants and pulled the legs up
above her knees. She put the get into the
milk pail. When she pulled it out of the milk,
she looked at it in the light coming from
outside. She shook it until no milk left on it.
When she was putting away the get, she
said, “Our life will be bitter if we don’t have
this rural cooperative.«

Golbaji took the empty milk pail and stood
up.

- Are you in a hurry?

- Our gardens down still have mulberry
leaves; ghasabis* shouldn’t just be given
barely.

She remembered her own paternal mulberry
trees that were further down with the
distance of one garden from Gelchal. Their
innocent animal wasn’t calm in the stable.
Golbaji was out in the kitchen that said,
“Milak is also alive just for a few days.«A
place in which there was no human being.
Let’s a gang of jinns, fairies, elves, ye-lengs
and hyenas make a nest in here. She went
down slowly from the sloping stones of the
kitchen. Then just the sound of her coughs
came into the kitchen that Golpari was
coming out of it. She also looked at
Golbanou’s house.

- Oh, the sun passed by the bottleneck too.

She took a small pot and circled some water
in it. She put her own milk pail and Golbaji’s
milk jar beside the kale that was covering
with ash.

Every morning she went to the water pond
of Gelchal and filled the ewer and pitcher

with water. She washed the dirty dishes and
filled them up with water and returned. She
never counted the Tabrizis of Gelchal, but
this time she felt that these Tabrizis were not
the same ones.

The last time that Arsalan came back was
happier. The last time that he took Golpari
with himself he took a Sangak* and they sat
in the jegaraki* of the round bazaar. They
wrapped four spits of liver with the Sangak
and Golpari said, “If you eat a piece of
Sangak in here, it is better than Milak.«

The coat was tight for Arsalan. He gave a
movement to his coat on the shoulders and
said, “You go such a long way to reach
Gelchal — so what? To bring a ewer of water.
Here there are taps — you must just...”

Then he calculated if they didn’t eat ghasabi
this year, he could — with the money he
gained by it and a little money that he had
gotten by standing in bazaar and working as
a builder and well with the help of others —
buy a four-wheeled vehicle.

She never saw a four-wheeled vehicle in her
life. She remembered when they sat at the
kursi* she asked Arsalan and he said, “It is as
the size of this but put four wheels under it.
It has a handle from one side too in order to
push it. Then whenever you are, there is
someone who calls loudly, charkhi”*

Then he said, “You can keep the wolf from
the door in Milak with this”.

If Golpari wasn’t persistent, Arsalan didn’t
want to stay, but Golpari said, “What do you
have less than the others?”

Arsalan looked at himself; nothing.

- Making breakfast is such a difficult work.
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- Good time.

It was Golbanou. She gave the milk pail to
Golpari. She got the get and shook it in the
air and put it into the milk. It was lower than
the usual line. She wanted to say something,
but she thought that this was just Golbanou
who could handle the affairs of their house
for a while in their absence until a cattle-man
or somebody came and bought themcheap.
She brought out the get and shook it in the
air and put it away. She took the small pot of
hot water and put the empty small pot on
the kale. She took her own milk pail as well
as Golbaji and Golbanou’s milk jars and
poured their milk into it. Then she put three
or four thick pieces of hazel wood on the
three sides of the kale and blew out the fire
slowly. She pursed her lips and flew slowly
lest the milk be covered by ash.

- What’s up?
- Nothing, we might move house this year.

- Well, you are more lucky. Arsalan is healthy
and is able to carry load and work on
buildings. That is why nobody cast a favor in
your teeth...I must go that he hasn’t had his
breakfast and his voice will go up. Everybody
has a man, our fate is with this half-man.

Golpari returned. She came in front of the
door of the kitchen to get more firewood
again and take them inside. She remembered
that how the Tabrizis of Gelchal weren’t 23.

She didn’t look back. It has been a while that
she suspected, but didn’t say anything to
anyone until the very Golbaji answered that
it was just ye-leng that could be there.

She said that it was tall like Tabrizis. It has
also two long loose hands that come up at
the right time and ...

She also heard in the stories that it stuck you
to stone under kursi. In the light of the day,
its eyes are not clear, but when the night
comes they flicker as if there is cheragh-
touri* in there.

She returned and brought out her head out
of the hole of the kitchen to count the
Tabrizis again; one, two, three, four...

If Arsalan was here and heard these things,
he would definitely say that all women are
superstitious. And if | said that | counted
myself, he would talk back that what were
you?

Ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen...
- So what?

As if water was poured on fire, the sound of
the boiled over milk was heard. She ran. She
got a ladle to take the milk with one hand, to
bring it up and then to pour it into the pot.
She pulled out the firewood under the fire
from one side too. She also blew with her
mouth.

- Mrs. Golbaji! At least some children have
gathered you, what about me?

She brought down the milk. She poured a
spoon of yoghurt into a bowl! that she had
cleaned it before with the corner of her
pants. She stirred it with spoon. When the
yoghurt and milk mixed, she put aside the
pot and cleaned the spoon with her mouth.
She opened the checked chador-shab*
around her waist to cover the small pot with
it, but she repented and fastened it again
around her waist. She went towards the
ewer and poured some water into the milk
pail. She shook it and sprinkled it out of the
kitchen just from right there. The water was
splashed to the wooden door. She poured
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the rest of the water into the milk pail. She
had a look at it. She saw the pitcher have
water. She took the ewer. She was closing
the door of the kitchen that the Tabrizis of
Gelchal fell into her look.

She was climbing up from the big stone
beside the stable that she also had a look at
the roofs of Milak. She wasn’t able to see the
roofs of the houses. The alleys were also too
silent. Golbanou had said, “In this winter,
wolves show no mercy to those crippled in
here.«

The door of the school was locked. The
acclivity of the wall of the school as well as
its storages was breath-taking, but her look
was just on the Tabrizis of Gelchal. She
remembered she had the red scarf on her
head. She told herself that she wished she
had changed that red scarf at least.

Although she was taken aback, but when she
reached the harvest, she just counted again
the Tabrizis of Gelchal. When she came to
take some water from the water pond in the
morning, the dark mist was going down from
Milak. The down farm was still in the silk of
mist.

In the morning, she saw that the shepherd
was taking the cattle, but now no cow and
donkey are seen till far sight.

Twenty one, twenty two, twenty three...

She got to Gelchal now, but she didn’t count
twenty four and went towards the tank that
was behind the right chapars.* She put the
ewer on the ground. She thought although
the twenty fourth Tabrizi is the last one and
there is a long distance from it to the first
one where she was, but she told herself
maybe the twenty fourth Tabrizi was the first
one.

The pipe of the tank was out. The sound of
falling of water into the ewer made her more
be taken aback. The ewer was being filled
that the gherrr falling sound of the water
pouring into the water tank was heard from
a long distance equal to the height of the
Tabrizis. She poured, from the polyvinyl pipe,
some water onto her face to make herself
feel good. When the water touched her face
she felt as if it was the hands of the twenty
fourth Tabrizi of Gelchal that were stretched

on her face, too cool.

Her hand struck the ewer. The tiny stones
under it were dislocated and the ewer fell on
one side. Now the falling sound of water
became louder than before. While she was
embarrassed she wanted to put the ewer
right. She felt she became too tall; the
distance was too long for her to take it up.
Even when she took it she felt it was too
heavy. Her hands were shivering. Just at that
very moment a hand got the ewer, took it up
and put it under the pipe of water.

First she didn’t get it, then when she saw it
was a wooden green-brown hand with algae,
she got that it sat by her; it was ye-leng.

She didn’t get how, but when she became
able to see it, she saw that it wasn’t too
badly-built and like Tabrizi trees as much as it
seemed in far sight; just his bowl-like eyes
were a little bit repelling.

| knew that you counted. Your scarf is red.
Why have you become a lady with red scarf
now? As for talking you have nothing to say
either?

When the ewer became full, ye-leng got it
and took it up on its shoulders. Golpari was
thinking that now who can bring it down
from its shoulders?
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- As for escaping you don’t want to escape
either? You know that each step of mine...

Then it turned its way towards the chapars
behind the Tabrizis. Golpari heard,
“Definitely you say that it is not Milak’s
direction.”

She wanted to say something but...
- It is not a long way to Milak.

Then it went and where the Tabrizis finished,
it turned towards the rip in the rock. It was
rocky from above and there was a river at
the bottom of the valley.

She asked herself that where is she going
with it?

When it wanted to turn round the bottleneck
it said, “Your checked chador-shab also
ravishes one’s heart.

Golpari started talking, “I knew that you
were there.”

- So why did you come late?

- It was my turn.

- As for now you don’t come either?

- | left my milk to become lukewarm.
The rips in the big cliffs were imposing.

Golpari said to herself, “Would | regret my
doing?”

It heard and said, “One regrets one’s not-
doing.”

She didn’t say it aloud.

Ye-leng said, “You are right, but you didn’t
say if you also...”

Golpari said, “Now that Milak has become
empty, one severely...”

- I wasn’t a human, but | came.

It took the ewer down and put it on a big
slate of rock that was just right on the edge
of the mountain and might go down into the
valley with the least movement.

She thought, “It might fall down.”

The sound of the river was coming under the
weeping willows and passed by down the
rips. No more the weeping willows there
were green.

Golpari asked, “Do you want our story to be
adventurous?”

Ye-leng hesitated and said, “Surprising.”

Then it said, “Stand here beside the rock
slate.”

Golpari looked at Ye-leng. It wasn’t so much
dangerous. She stood beside the rock slate.

Ye-leng went far and farer. Golpari was in her
place. Ye-leng was also going back as far as it
could. It reached a place that it couldn’t go
further away. In spite of this it was able to
take a running jump and reach itself with
some steps from there to the rock slate and
beat the rock with its chest — that is all.
Golpari was still there. Just her red scarf and
the checked pattern of her chador-shab
seemed well in far sight.

There was no need to run, but it ran.
One.

Ye-leng was running.

Two.

The red scarf and chador-shab.
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Three.

Golpari wasn’t there. It took its last two steps
and Ye-leng’s leg was dislocated and hit the
rock harshly and the rock got out of its place.

She was feeling the heaviness of ewer and
the ewer was shaking up and down on her
shoulders. The water splashed on her
braided hair of three bands. A little bit of it
also splashed on her cotton flower-patterned
dress. It was just the coolness of water and
the feeling of a sharp pain in her back; as if
nothing happened. She was going from
Gelchal behind the Tabrizi trees. There was
no need to count them anymore. =

Footnote:

Ye-leng (one-leg): The word ye-leng is yek-leng in Persian. “Yek
«means “one«and “leng«means “leg”. It is one of the imaginary
creatures in Milak fables with one eye and one leg that loves
women.

Tabrizi: black poplars — a kind of tree

Gavan: is a kind of plant with the scientifically name “Astragalus”
kale: oven made of stones

baje: an open valve something like chimney pot or vent

Keshkeret: magpie

kouche-Bagh: an alley passing through a garden

menghash: tweezers
get: a long stick for measuring milk

ghasabi: a sheep slaughtered in order to be
used for one year

Sangak: a traditionl bread baked in Iran

jegaraki: a place where you can buy and eat
barbecued lever

kursi: an lIranian traditional device shaped
like a table that people sit around it on the
ground in winter in order to be kept warm by
putting their legs under the blanket spread
onit

charkhi: is a person who earns a living by
taking a four-wheeled vehicle (handcart) for
carrying things in the alleys and shouts loudly
the word, “charkhi«in order to inform people
of his coming

cheragh-touri: a sort of oil or gas light with
net wick

chador-shab: a traditional Iranian cloth some
women use to cover their bodies from head
to toes

chapar: a fence formed by barbed small trees
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